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1 was upon the pre- 
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Verfe is not the effedt of fudden thought; but this hinders 
not, that fudden thought may be reprefented in verfe, fince 
thofe thoughts muft be higher than nature can raife without 
premeditation. Dryden on Dramatick Poetry. 

Pre'mtces. n.f. [primitive, Lat. pre?nices, Fr.j Firft fruits. 

A charger, yearly filled with fruits, was offered to the 
gods at their festivals, as the premices or firft gatherings. Dry. 
PREMIER, adj. [French.] Firft; chief. 

The Spaniard challengeth the premier place, in regard of 
his dominions. Camden’s Remains. 

Thus families like realms, with equal fate, 

Are funk by premier minifters of ftate. Swift. 

To Premi se, v. a. [ pramiffus , Lat.] 

1. To explain previously; to lay down premifes. 

The apoftle’s dilcourfe here is an anfwer upon a ground 
taken; he premifeth, and then infers. Burnet. 

I premije thefe particulars, that the reader may know I enter 
upon it as a,very ungrateful tafk. Addifon. 

2. To fend before the time. Not in ufe. 

O let the vile w T orld end. 

And the premifed flames of the laft day 

Knit earth and heav’n together ! Shakefp. Henry VI. 

To Preme'rit. v. a. [putmereor, Lat.] To deferve before. 
They did not forgive Sir John Hotham, who had fo much 
premerited of them. King Charles. 

Pre'mises. n.f. [pr&mijfa, Lat. premifes, Yv[ 

1. Propofitions antecedently fuppofed or proved. 

They infer upon the preinifes , that as great difference as 
commodioufly may be, there fhould be in all outward cere¬ 
monies between the people of God, and them which are not 
his people. Hooker , b. iv. /. 7. 

This is fo regular an inference, that whilft th & premifes ftand 
firm, it is impoffible to {hake the conclufion. Decay of Piety. 

She ftudy’d well the point, and found 
Her foes ccnclufions were not found, 

From premifes erroneous brought. 

And therefore the deduction’s nought. 

2. In low language, houfes or lands, : as, 
miffes. 

Pre'miss. n. f. [ pramijfum , Lat.] Antecedent propofition. 
This word is rare in the fingular. 

They know the major or minor, which is implied, when 
you pronounce the other pre?nifs and the conclufion. Watts. 

Premium, n.f [premium, Lat.] Something given to invite 
a loan or a bargain. 

No body cares to make loans upon a new project; whereas 
men never fail to bring in their money upon a land-tax, when 
the premium or intereft allowed them is fuited to the hazard 
they run. Addifon s Freeholder , N'*’ 23. 

People were tempted to lend, by great premiums and large 
intereft ; and it concerned them to preferve that government, 
which they had trufted with their money. Swift’s Mifcel. 

To PREMONISH, v a. [pramonco , Lat.] To warn or admo- 
nifh beforehand. 

Premo'njshment. n.f. [from premonijh.] Previous information. 
After thefe premoniflments, I will come to the com partition 
itfelf. Wotton’s Architecture. 

Premoni'tion. n. f. [from premonif.] Previous notice ; pre¬ 
vious intelligence. 

What friendly premonitions have been fpent 
On your forbearance, and their vain event. Chapman. 
How great the force of fuch an erroneous perfuafion is, we 
may colledt from our Saviour’s premonition to his difciples, 
when he tells them, that thofe who killed them fhould think 
they did God fervice. Decay of Piety. 

Premo'nitory. n.f. [from pra and moneo, Lat.] Previoufly 
advifing. 

To Premo'nstrate. z 1. a. [pra an& monjlro, Lat.] To ihow 
beforehand. 

PRE MUNI'RE. n.f [Latin.] . 

1. A writ in the common law, whereby a penalty is incurrable, 

as infringing fome ftatute. > 

Premunire is now grown a good word in our Englilh laws, 
by tradt of time ; and yet at firft it was merely miftaken for a 
premonere. Bramhall againfl Hobbs. 

Woolfey incurred a premunire , forfeited his honour, eftate 
and life, which he ended in great calamity. South. 

2. The penalty fo incurred. 

3. A difficulty ; a diftrefs. A low ungrammatical word. 

Premu'nition. n.f. [from puemunio, Lat.] An anticipation 

of objection. 

To Preno'minate. v. a. [pranomino, Lat.] To forename. 

He you would found, 

Having ever feen, in the prenominate crimes, 

The youth, you breathe of, guilty. Shakefp. Hamlet. 

Prenomina'tion. n. f. [pres and nomino , Lat.] I he privi¬ 
lege of being named firft. 

^The watry productions {hould have the prenomination ; and 
they of the land rather derive their names, than nominate 
thofe of the fea. Brown's Vulgar Errours. 

Prf.no'tion. n.f. [ prenotion , Fr. pra and nofco> Lat.] lore- 
knowledge ; prefcience. 
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The hedgehog’s prefenfion of winds is fo exadt, that it 
ftoppeth the north or fouthern hole of its neft, according unto 
prenotion of thefe winds enfuing. 

PRE'NTICE. n.f [contracted, by colloquial licence, fioni 

apprentice .] One bound to a matter, in order to inftru&iou 
in a trade. 

My accufer is my prentice , and when I did corredt him for 
his fault, he did vow upon his knees he would be even with 
me- Shakefp. Henry VI. 

Pre nticeship. n.f [from prentice.'] The lervitude of an 
apprentice. 

He ferv’d a prentice/hip , who fets up fhop, 

Ward try’d on puppies, and the poor his drop. p 0 p e 

Prenu'nciation. n.f. [pranuncio, Lat.] The adt of telling 
before. 

Preo'ccuPANCY. n.f. [from preoccupate.] The adt of taking 
pofleflion before another. 

To PREO'CCUPATE. v. a. [preoccuper , Fr. presoccupo, Lat.] 

1. To anticipate. 

Honour afpireth to death ; grief flieth to it; and fear pre- 
occupieth it. Bacon. 

2. To prepoflefs ; to fill with prejudices. 

That the model be plain without colours, left the eye 
preoccupate the judgment. Wotton’s Architecture. 

Preoccupation, n.f [preoccupation^ Fr. from preoccupate.] 

1. Anticipation. 

2. Prepofleflion. 

3. Anticipation of objedtion. 

As if, by way of preoccupation , he {hould have Paid ; well, 
here you fee your commiffion, this is your duty, thefe are 
your difeouragements ; never feek for evafions from worldly 
afflidtions ; this is your reward, if you perform it; this is your 
doom, if you decline it. South’s Sermons . 

To Preo'ccupy. v. a. To prepoflefs ; to occupy by antici¬ 
pation or prejudices. 

I think it more refpedtful to the reader to leave fomething 
to reflections, than preoccupy his judgment. Arbuthnot. 

To Pre'ominate. v. a. [pus and ominor, Lat.] To prog- 
nofticate ; to gather from omens any future event. 

Becaufe many ravens were feen when Alexander entered 
Babylon, they were thought to preominate his death. Brown. 

Prf/opinion. n. f. [pus and opinio , Lat.] Opinion antece¬ 
dently formed ; prepofleflion. 

Diet holds no folid rule of feledtion; fome, in indiftinft 
voracity, eating almoft any; others, out of a timorous pre¬ 
opinion, refraining from very many things. Brown. 

To PRE'ORDAIN. v. a. [pres and ordain.] To ordain before¬ 
hand. 

Sin is the contrariety to the will of God, and if all things 
be preordained by God, and fo demonftrated to be willed by 
him, it remains there is no fuch thing as fin. Hammond. 

Few fouls preordain’d by fate, 

The race of gods have reach’d that envy’d ftate. Rofcom. 

Preo'rdinance. n.f. [pus and ordinance.] Antecedent de¬ 
cree ; firft decree. Not in ufe. 

Thefe lowly courtefies 
Might ftir the blood of ordinary men. 

And turn preordinance and firft decree 

Into the law of children. Shakefp. Julius Cesfar. 

Preordination, n.f. [from preordain.] J he a dt of preor¬ 
daining. 

Preparation, n.f. [ preparatio, Lat. preparation , Fr. from 
prepare. ] 

1. The adt of preparing or previoufly fitting any thing to any 

purpofe. . 

Nothing hath proved more fatal to that due preparation for 
another life, than our unhappy miftake of the nature and end 
of this. Wake’s Preparation for Death. 

2. Previous meafures. . 

I will fhew what preparations there were in nature for this 
great difiolution, and after what manner it came to pals. 
b Burnet’s Theory of the Earth. 

3. Ceremonious introduction. 

I make bold to prefs, with fo little preparation , upon you. 
—You’re welcome. Shakefp. Merry Wives of IVindjor. 

4. The adt of making or fitting by a regular procefs. 

In the preparations of cookery, the moft volatile par s 
vegetables are deftroyed. Arbuthnot on A mien 

c. Any thing made by procefs of operation. • c v 

I with the chymifts had been more fparing, who rn ~• 
their preparations, inveigle the curiofity of many, an 

thefecurityof moft. Bran’s Vulgar Errors. 

6. Accomplifhment; qualification. Out of uie. 

Sir John, you are a gentleman of excellent bree , din S’ 
thentick in your place and perfon, generally allowed for y 
many warlike, courtlike and learned preparations. . 

Prepa'rative. adj. [preparatif, Ir. from prepaie.] => 

• the power of preparing or qualifying. ■ j n i ff hts 

Would men have fpent toilfome days and watch 


in the 
work. 


laborious quell of 
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Preparative, n f. [preparatijVr. from prepare.] _ 

1. That which has the power of preparing or previoufly fitting. 

They tell us the profit of reading is fingular, in that it 
ferveth for a preparative unto fermons. Hooker. 

My book of advancement of learning may be fome frepa- 
rative or key for the better opening of the inftauration. Bacon. 

Refolvednefs in fin can, with no reafon, be imagined a pre¬ 
parative to remiflion. . lr Decay °f ^ 

2. That which is done in order to fomething elfe. 

The miferics, which have enfued, may be yet, through 
thy mercy, preparatives to us of future bleflings. K. Charles. 

Such a temper is a contradiction to repentance, as being 
founded in the deftrudtion of thofe qualities, which are the 
only difpofitions and preparatives to it. South’s Sermons. 

What avails it to make all the neceflary preparatives for 
our voyage, if we do not adtually begin the journey. Dryden. 

Prepa rativi.lv. adv. [from prepa^ative.] Previoufly ; by 
way of preparation. ; . 

It is preparatively necelfary to many ufeful things in this 
life, as to make a man a good phyfician. Hale. 

Preparatory, adj. [preparatoire, Fr.] 

1. Antecedently neceflary. 

The pradtice of all thefe is proper to our condition in this 
world, and preparatory to our happinefs in the next. Tillotfon. 

2 . Introductory ; previous ; antecedent. 

Preparatory, limited and formal interrogatories in writing 
preclude this way of occafional interrogatories. Hale. 

Rains were but preparatory, the violence of the deluge de¬ 
pended upon the difruption of the great abyfs. Burnet. 

To PREPA'RE. v. a. [, tusparo , Lat. preparer, Fr.] 

1. To fit for any thing ; to adjuft to any ufe ; to make ready for 
any purpofe. 

Patient Odtavia, plough thy vifage up 
With her prepared nails. Shakefp. Ant. arid Cleop. 

Confound the peace eftablifti’d, and prepare 
Their fouls to hatred, and their hands to war. Dryden. 

Our fouls, not yet prepar’d for upper light, 

Till doomfday wander in the {hades of night. Dryden. 

The beams of light had been in vain difplay’d, 

Had not the eye been fit for vifion made; 

In vain the author had the eye prepar’d 

With fo much (kill, had not the light appear’d. Blackmore. 

2. To qualify for any purpofe. 

Some preachers, being prepared only upon two or three 
points of dodtrine, run the fame round. Addifon. 

• 3. To make ready beforehand. 

There he maketh the hungry to dwell, that they may pre¬ 
pare a city for habitation. Pfalm cviii. 36. 

Now prepare thee for another fight. Milton. 

He took the golden compafles, prepar’d 
In God’s eternal ftore, to circumfcribe 
This univerfe. Milton. 

4. To form ; to make. 

The woman fled into tfie wildernefs, where fhe hath a 
place prepared of God to feed her. Rev. xii. 6. 

He hath founded it upon the feas, and prepared it upon the 
floods. Pfalm xxiv. 2. 

5. To make by regular procefs : as, he prepared a medicine. 

To Prepare, v. n. 

1. To take previous meafures. 

Efficacy is a power of fpeech, which reprefents to our 
minds the lively ideas of things fo truly, as if we faw them 
with our eyes ; as Dido preparing to kill herfelf. Peacham. 

2 . To make every tiling ready; to put things in order. 

Go in, firrah, bid them prepare for dinner. Shakefp. 

The long-fullering of God waited in the days of Noah, 
while the ark was a preparing. 1 Peter iii. 2. 

3. To make one’s felf ready ; to put himfelf in a ftate of ex¬ 
pectation. 

Prepa're. n.f. [from the verb.] Preparation; previous mea¬ 
fures. Not in ule. 

In our behalf 

Go levy men, and make prepare for war. Shakefp. 

Prepa'redly. adv. [from prepared.] By proper precedent 
meafures. 

She preparedly may frame herfelf 
To th’ way {he’s forc’d to. Shakefp. Ant. and Cleop. 

Prepa’redness. n.f. [from prepare.] State or a£t of being 
prepared : as, he's in a preparednefs^or his final exit. 

Prepa'rer. n.f. [from prepare.] 

1. One that prepares ; one that previoufly fits. 

The biftiop of Ely, the fitteft preparer of her mind to re¬ 
ceive fuch a doleful accident, came to vifit her. Wotton. 

2 . That which fits for any thing. 

Codded grains are an improver of land, and preparer of it 
for other crops. Mortimer’s Hujbandry. 

Prepe'nse. ladj. [prepenfus, Lat.] Forethought; precon- 

Prepe'nsed. ) ceived; contrived beforehand : as, malice pre- 
penfe. 

To Prepo'nder. v. a. [from preponderate.] To outweigh. 
Though pillars by channelling be feemingly ingrofled to 
our fight, yet they are truly weakned ; and therefore ought 
not to be the more (lender, but the more corpulent, unlefs 
apparences preponder truths. Wotton’s Architecture. 
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Prepo'nderance. 1 n.f. [frompreponderate.'] The ftate of 

Prepo'sderancy. s outweighing; fiipenority of weight. 

As to addition of ponderofity in dead bodies, comparing 
them unto blocks, this occafional preponderancy is rather an 
appearance than reality. Brown’s Vulgar Errours. 

The mind fhould examine all the grounds of piobability, 
and, upon a due balancing the whole, reject or receive pro- 
portionably to the preponderancy of the greater grounds ot 

probability. , r , 0Q d 

Little light boats were the fhips which people uled, to tne 
Tides whereof this fifh remora fattening, might make it fvvag, .as 
the leaft Preponderance on either fide will do, and fo retard its 
courfe. , Grew’s Mufeum: 

To PREPONDERATE, v. a. [puzpondero, Lat.] 

1. To outweigh ; to overpower by weight. 

An inconfiderable weight, by diftance from the centre or 
the balance, will preponderate greater magnitudes. Glanvill. 

The trivialleft thing, when a paffion is caft into the fcale 
with it, preponderates fubftantial bleflings. Gov. of the Tongue; 

2. To overpower by ftronger influence. 

To Prepo nderate, v. n. 

1. To exceed in weight. 

He that would make the lighter fcale preponderate, will not 
fo foon do it, by adding increale of new weight to the emptier, 
as if he took out of the heavier, what he adds to the lighter. 

Locke. 

Unlefs the very mathematical center of gravity of every 
fyftem be placed and fixed in the very mathematical center of 
the attractive power of all the reft, they cannot be evenly at¬ 
tracted on all lides, but muft preponderate fome way or other. 

Bentley’s Sermons . 

2. To exceed in influence or power analogous to we : ght. 

In matters of probability, we cannot be fure that we have 
all particulars before us, and that there is 1 rio evidence be¬ 
hind, which may outweigh all that at prefent feems to pre¬ 
ponderate with us. Locke'. 

By putting every argument on one fide and the other into 
the balance, we muft form a judgment which fide prepon¬ 
derates. Watts: 

Prepondera'tion. n. f. [from preponderate.] The a£t or 
ftate of outweighing any thing. 

In matters, which require prefent pradtice, we muft con¬ 
tent ourfelves with a mere preponderation of probable reafons. 

Watts’s Logick. 

To Prepo'se. v. a. [ prepofer , Fr. puepono, Lat.] To put 
before. Did: 

Preposi'tion. n. f. [puspofition, Fr. prapofitio , Lat.] In 

grammar, a particle governing a cafe. 

A prepofition fignifies fome relation, which the thing figrii- 
fied by the word following it, has to fomething going before in 
the difeourfe ; as, Cefar came to Rome. Clarke’s Lat. Gram. 

Prepositor . n.f. [preepofitor, Lat.] A fcholar appointed by 
the mafterto overlook the reft. 

To PREPOSSE'SS. v. a. [pres and pojfefs.] To fill with an 
opinion unexamined ; to prejudice. 

She was prepojfejjed with the fcandal of falivating. Wifem* 

Preposse'ssio\. n.f. [from prepoffefs.] 

1. Preoccupation; firft pofteflion. 

God hath taken care to anticipate arid prevent every man 
to give piety the prepojfcffion , before other competitors fhould 
be able to pretend to him ; and fo to engage him in holinefs 
firft and then in blifs. Hammond’s Fundamentals. 

2. Prejudice ; preconceived opinion. 

Had the poor vulgar rout only, who were held under the 
prejudices and prepojfejftons of education, been abufed into 
fuch idolatrous fuperftitions, it might have been pitied, but 
not fo much wondred at. South’s Sermons. 

With thought, from prepoffeffion free, refledt 
On folar rays, as they the fight refpedt. Blackmore. 

PREPOSTEROUS, adj. [prapojlerus, Lat.] 

1. Having that firft which ought to be laft; wrong ; abfurd ; 
perverted. , 

Put a cafe of a land of Amazons, where the whole go¬ 
vernment, publick and private, is iri the hands of women : 
is not fuch a prepojlerous government againft the firft order of 
nature, for women to rule over men* and in itfelf void ? Bac. 

Death from a father’s hand, from whom I firft 
Receiv’d a being ! ’tis a prepojlerous gift. 

An adt at which inverted nature ftarts. 

And blufhes to behold herfelf fo cruel. Denham. 

Such is the world’s prepojlerous fate; 

Amongft all creatures, mortal hate 
Love, though immortal, doth create. Denham 

By this diftribution of matter, continual provifion is every 
where made for the fupply of bodies, quite contrary to the 
prepojlerous reafonmgs of thofe men, who expefted fo different 

ar !f“ U - , , T , Woodward’s Nat Hijl. 

The method I take may be Cenfured as prepojlerous, be- 
caufe I thus treat laft of the antediluvian earth, which was 
firft in order of nature. Woodward! s Nat. Hid 

2 . Applied to perfons : foolifti ; abfurd. 

Prepojlerous afs ! that never read fo far 
To know the eaufe why rnufick was ordain’d. Shakefp. 

xo ^ Preposterously; 
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